
WAC 246-824-160  Cooperation with investigation.  (1) A licensee 
must comply with a request for records, documents, or explanation from 
an investigator who is acting on behalf of the secretary of the de-
partment of health by submitting the requested items within fourteen 
calendar days of receipt of the request by either the licensee or 
their attorney, whichever is first. If the licensee fails to comply 
with the request within fourteen calendar days, the investigator will 
contact that individual or their attorney by telephone or letter as a 
reminder.

(2) Investigators may extend the time for response if the request 
for extension does not exceed seven calendar days. Any other requests 
for extension of time may be granted by the secretary or the secre-
tary's designee.

(3) If the licensee fails to comply with the request within three 
business days after receiving the reminder, a subpoena will be served 
to obtain the requested items. A statement of charges may be issued 
pursuant to RCW 18.130.180(8) for failure to cooperate. If there is 
sufficient evidence to support additional charges, those charges may 
be included in the statement of charges.

(4) If the licensee complies with the request after the issuance 
of the statement of charges, the secretary or the secretary's designee 
will decide if the charges will be prosecuted or settled. If the 
charges are to be settled the settlement proposal will be negotiated 
by the secretary's designee. Settlements are not considered final un-
til the secretary signs the settlement agreement.
[Statutory Authority: RCW 43.70.040, 18.130.050, 18.130.070 and chap-
ter 18.34 RCW. WSR 92-02-018 (Order 224), § 246-824-160, filed 
12/23/91, effective 1/23/92. Statutory Authority: RCW 43.70.040. WSR 
91-02-049 (Order 121), recodified as § 246-824-160, filed 12/27/90, 
effective 1/31/91. Statutory Authority: RCW 18.130.070. WSR 89-14-092 
(Order PM 842), § 308-26-135, filed 6/30/89.]
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